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Snake River Valley Quilt Guild 

January 2016  

Newsletter 
 

Meeting Time                                                
3rd Thursdays January – November        
6:00 pm Early Bird Segment                               
7:00 - 9:00 pm General Meeting 

Meeting Location 
Calvary Baptist Church 

785 First Street 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

www.ifquiltguild.citymax.com 
 

A Sewing Room Chat with the President 

“NEGATIVE SPACE” 

If your sewing room is like mine, then you 

understand the principle of “if there is an empty space, 

something will fill it.”  Nature abhors a vacuum! In 

accordance with this natural law there is not a spare inch 

of space in my sewing room.  It is obviously once again 

time to clean and reorganize.  Do you find that no matter 

how many times you tidy your sewing room it seems that 

in no time at all it looks like a bomb filled with UFO's (un-

finished objects) went off in there? Perhaps you are the 

type of quilter who manages to avoid an untidy work 

space, but judging from observations of quilting spaces at 

numerous retreats, classes and sew-ins over the past 

several years, most quilters seem to fall into the 

“kaleidoscope” work space category (and I am the 

kaleidoscope queen!). 

Enter the concept of “negative space” (space that 

is not occupied by anything but air).  The self-

improvement experts say that we need quite a bit of 

negative space in our living and working environs to be 

truly content and to establish a sense of order in our lives.  

Negative space allows the “good” energy to flow freely, 

and is probably a direct descendant of Feng Shui, or at 

least a close neighbor.  Unfortunately “negative space” 

tends to be perpetually at odds with “nature abhors a 

vacuum”, and the result is, well, chaos.  Come to think of it, “for every action there is always an 

equal or opposite reaction” always seems to be in the “fray” (pun intended) as well. For example 

when I pull a stack of fabric from the shelf (leaving negative space) and take it upstairs where 

there is still some room to sort and cut it (filling negative space).  By the way, the migration of 

fabric, tools, sewing machine, etc., to the main living areas of my home has made my husband 

increasingly uneasy; is this perhaps happening in your home too?  But I digress.  Yes, the forces 

January 21, 2016 Meeting Agenda 

 Bring your BOM block! 

 Bring Stash-4-Cash! 

6:00 Early Bird –Wool Applique by 
Kimberly Howard.  See page 5 
for more information. 

6:30 Set-Up and Social Time 

7:00 Welcome and Announcements 

7:25 Secret Sister Reveal and Draw 

7:30 Block-of-the Month Show and 

Tell 

7:35 Regular Show and Tell 

7:55 Break 

8:10 Education: Four Patch/Circle 

Quilt with Bessie Bradshaw 

8:50 Raffle 

9:00 Adjourn 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 January 23, 9:30 am Sew-in 

 January 26 Board Meeting 

 February 18 Guild Meeting, Early 

Bird:  Reversible Quilt 

 

 

http://www.ifquiltguild.citymax.com/
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of nature are living a full and healthy existence in my sewing room, and have borne such a 

monumental CHAOS that it is going to take weeks (months??? years???) to get it to a point that 

a negative space “expert” wouldn't swoon.  I'd be delighted with a happy medium, or even a small 

medium at large... provided he or she was familiar with negative space and willing to help me 

organize my sewing room. 

FORTUNATELY Stash-4-Cash is just around the corner (SRVQG March Meeting) which 

provides excellent incentive to start taming the chaos and perhaps find a few items to donate in 

the process. Julie and Penny have already started gathering items.  Did you get your BINGO card 

with donation suggestions? Please do your best to bring any donations to the January and 

February meetings to allow time to sort and group items.  At this year's Stash-4-Cash we will be 

doing something slightly different.  The Grace hand quilting frame that was donated by Anne 

Paschke will be a featured live auction item, and the proceeds will go to our growing Youth 

Auxiliary (all other proceeds of Stash-4-Cash go to support Intraguild/Activities).  This frame is of 

excellent quality and is near-new, so there will be a minimum bid.  If you have been looking for a 

hand quilting frame, this is an excellent opportunity to obtain one at an exceptional price.  

While we are on the subject of accumulated items, I would like to ask that all of you 

wonderful individuals who have so generously and thoughtfully brought me trimmings to fill pet 

beds  for the animal shelter to please hold off on your trimming donations until further notice.  The 

trimmings have been stored in my living room, but as we are gearing up to install a hard wood 

floor, they can no longer be stored there.  As an alternative I will be bringing pet bed cases to 

upcoming meetings that will be available to anyone who would like to take one home to fill.  Simply 

fill the case, sew it closed, and bring it to Guild.  I am willing to collect completed beds and take 

them to the shelter, or you may deliver the bed to a shelter of your choice. Again, thank you all for 

your generous support of this project.  Many local pets awaiting adoption are much more 

comfortable for your efforts! 

There will be a lot going on at our January 21st meeting: Secret Sister Reveal and Draw; 

results of the first Block-of-the-Month (are your blocks done?); Tutorial on Wool Applique (Early 

Bird); instruction on making a Four-Patch/Circle Quilt (Education Segment); Show and Tell; and 

of course “Quote of the Month” and the Raffle.  Perhaps there will also be a fun little surprise for 

everyone as well (!).  Additionally, on Saturday, January 23rd, there will be a Sew-In to make that 

cute little Sewing Kit that Lori Wickham brought to the November meeting. If you are interested in 

attending the Sew-In there is still some room.  Contact Emily Fogg at emily3284@gmail.com or 

(208) 522-3406. 

So gather your Stash-4-Cash donations, Block-of-the-Month, Show and Tell items, your 

NAME TAG, and maybe bring a friend.  Bet you know someone who has cabin fever who would 

like to get out for an evening.  Until then, keep singing! 

 
Connie Rafferty 

President SRVQG 

aka “Genghis Kahnnie” 

 

 

 

Quote of the Month 
 

“Art washes away from the soul  

the dust of everyday life.” 

mailto:emily3284@gmail.com
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Minutes from last meeting 
 

November 19, 2015 General Meeting of the Snake River Valley Quilt Guild 

The Early Bird segment was presented by Ruth 

Fortson on ethnic fabrics. 

The quilt guild meeting was called to order at 

7:04pm by Connie Rafferty, who welcomed 

everyone.  She asked for a volunteer to wear the 

red boa.  Linda Hunt volunteered. 

There were 7 visitors: Sherry Turner, Julie Hayes, 

Becky McClure, Mason D’arche, Lexi Shell, Daisy 

McGugin and Cory Blakely.  Lisa Johnson from 

Riverside, California , joined the guild last month 

and was in attendance this month.  Connie gave 

her a welcome bag. 

Bessie handed out a fat quarter to everyone who 

brought a friend. 

The minutes from the October guild meeting were 

approved, with the corrections to the spelling of 

some names. 

Connie made log cabin blocks from scraps of 

projects she worked on at retreat.  She had 

members choose one and put in a bag with their 

name on it.  She will make pincushions for 

everyone as a Christmas present. 

Connie awarded Mary Helmer a plaque for being 

a charter member of the guild, and told her that 

she is now a lifetime member of the guild.  Mary 

showed a tote bag she made with 5” squares. She 

received a tote bag achievement award, the 

“Gucci  version”, in September 1999. 

Fat quarters were handed out to everyone who 

brought an extra ornament for the ornament 

exchange and those who knew the quote of the 

month, which was from William Faulkner. 

Cards were sent out to two people who had 

surgery or were ill, and to the family of Colleen 

Ricks, who recently passed away. 

Sign-up for your secret sister with Taylor tonight.  

Members will draw new names at the January 

2016 guild meeting. 

There were some towels left at retreat.  Anyone 

claiming them may see Connie.  There was a 

request made to donate the towels to charity if 

they are not claimed. 

Those who wish to sew charity blocks were told 

they may pick them up at the back of the room. 

Connie asked that the toiletry donations for 

Christmas stockings be turned in. 

The October newsletter was approved. 

The Quilt Heritage Museum has a booth out in the 

front lobby, selling items to raise money for the 

museum. 

Intraguild requested items for Stash for Cash.  

Connie described the bingo cards associated with 

it. If anyone would like a bingo card, see Julie or 

Penny. 

Ann Pashkey donated a Grace quilt frame.  It is in 

the storage unit.  If anyone wants to make an offer 

on it, see Connie.  A $150 receipt was written to 

Ann for a tax write off. 

Karen Price told the guild that a venue with a 

kitchen for the 2017 quilt show is needed.  She 

handed out papers for members to write their 

ideas for venues on them and hand them in to 

either Karen or Connie.  The date for the quilt 

show is on a Thursday, Friday, and Saturday in 

the first half of April 2017.  A quilt show goal is to 

make a list of people we’d personally invite to the 

show. 

Karen voiced her appreciation for the work done 

on the raffle quilt.  She said it is going to be an 

awesome quilt.  She will get pictures of the quilt 

out to us. 

Remember to check out the books for sale near 

the library cart. 

Connie reminded everyone to be sure to thank the 

merchant donors when you receive a prize from 

the raffle. 

Marsha Nipper announced that the ACT, Artists of 

a Common Thread, is part of a show at the 

Eastern Idaho Art Museum on the river. 
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Members who participated in the ugly fabric 

challenge and the mystery quilt challenge showed 

their finished products. 

Marilyn Dedman talked about the farewell block 

for Lee Suski, who moved to Spokane, 

Washington.  For those who wish to participate, 

Lee wants 12½” blocks, the pattern of your 

choice, be made in bright blue and lime greens.   

A quilt will be made from these blocks and 

donated to charity. 

The following people participated in show and tell: 

Joyce Schoonover, Kim Jockush, Marsha Nipper, 

Lori Wickham, Emily Fogg, the kids quilting group, 

Taylor Smith, Kat Blakely and Mary Helmer. 

There was a short break, followed by the 

ornament exchange.  Julie Finnigan read from the 

book “The Quilt Maker’s Gift” as ornaments were 

passed around.  The children’s ornament 

exchange took place on the stage.  

Julie introduced the Block of the Month challenge, 

which starts in January 2016.  There are six block 

patterns: Bear Paw, Rosebud, Snails Trail, True 

Lovers Knot, Friendship Star, and Puss in the 

Corner. Each block will be 12” finished. 

Participants will make 2 blocks from each month’s 

pattern.  The finished quilt will be twin size.  The 

first block is Puss in the Corner. Julie has a ¼ 

page sheet with all the blocks and dates due.  

Each month participants will receive instructions 

for that month’s block. 

The raffle was held and the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:45pm. 

Submitted by Becky Harvey, Secretary 



2016 Workshop  2017 Quilt Show Update 

As you know Bonnie Hunter will be our 
2016 National Teacher.  She will be here 
November 17-19, 2016.  She’ll give a 
lecture at guild and teach two one-day 
workshops.  The board has narrowed the 
list of classes down to four.  We will ask 
you to vote at guild for the two you want.  
We chose two intermediate quilts and two 
simpler quilts.  You will be asked to 
choose one quilt from each category.  
They are: 
 

 Intermediate Quilts 
o Texas Tumbleweeds 
o Talkin’Turkey  

 Simpler Quilts 
o Pineapple Blossom 
o Cathedral Stars 

 

You can go to Bonnie’s website, 
http://www.quiltville.com/ to see pictures 
of the quilts, tools and books, look at the 
supply lists and check out the prices of 
the book(s) and tool(s) you may need.  I 
will have pictures of the quilts posted at 
guild and ballots to use for voting. 
 

Lynne Saul 
 

 Raffle Quilt Update 
 
All of the blocks have been partially sewn 
into manageable strips along the areas that 
will be getting beautiful appliqued flowers 
put on them. 
 
Ten club members (Bessie Bradshaw, 
Emily Fogg, Kim Jockusch, Marsha Nipper, 
Tiffany Lamb, Dianne Cresap, Sandi 
Staples, Karen Price, Dee Bowman, and 
Margo Fisher) have recently begun the 
applique work on the raffle quilt. We have 
created a Bee that meets each week 
between now and the February meeting at 
which time we hope all this applique will be 
completed. We will keep everyone 
informed of our progress as we bring all 
these parts together to create a beautiful 
quilt. We'll have some pictures for 
everyone next month. 
 

Margo Fisher 

http://www.quiltville.com/
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Announcements 

Early Bird 

The Early Bird session for 

the January guild meeting will focus on 'Wool 

Applique'. Kimberly Howard, who has been 

doing a Sue Spargo wool project of the month, 

will do the presentation. This 6:00 pm (sharp) 

opportunity should be educational and 

informative.

 

The Education segment of the guild meeting 

will cover making a scrappy circle quilt similar 

to the one I showed last year to demonstrate 

the Intraguild scrappy quilt challenge. There 

was a lot of interest in having the instructions 

on how to make this quilt - so that's what we 

will do. 

Bessie Bradshaw, VP 

Sew-In - Stand-up Sewing Kit 

Saturday, January 23, 9:30am 

Calvary Baptist Church 

Cost:  $5 
 

Pick up the pattern at the January guild 

meeting.  The Guild will furnish the 

cardboard, elastic and Velcro.  Bring a dish 

for a pot luck lunch and your own drink. 

Any questions, call Emily Fogg, 251-3406. 

 

Emily Fogg 

Community Support 

Thanks to all who made 

pillowcases, stockings, and doll quilts.  

These holiday donations were delivered as 

follows: 

 58 pillowcases divided between the 

Salvation Army and the Christmas 

Basket. 

 40 stockings to the Salvation Army (plus 

toiletries). 

 50 doll quilts divided between the 

Salvation Army and the Christmas 

Basket. 

Linda Hunt 

 

 

Secret Sister 

If you signed up for Secret Sister, you 

will get a name at the January guild 

meeting. If you haven't already signed up, 

you still have time to do so, at the 

BEGINNING of the meeting, find me, 

Taylor Smith, and I will get you an 

assignment before the end of the 

meeting. 

If you participated last year, you will find 

out at guild who has been giving you gifts. 

 

Taylor Smith 
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MONTH EARLY BIRD EDUCATION BOM due dates CHALLENGE SEW-IN

January Wool Applique Four Patch / 

Circle Quilt

Puss in the 

Corner

Introduce 

Stash Buster

Jan. 23

Stand-up 

Sewing kit

February Reversible Quilt 

technique

Zen-Tangle = 

machine quilting 

on the next level

True Lover's 

Knot

Introduce 

UFO

March Embellish with 

Beads

Stash-4-Cash (none) Introduce Pin 

Cushion 

Exchange

 

Charity Quilt for Lee Suski 

If you have made a block for the charity quilt 
for Lee Suski, please bring it to the guild 
meeting. I will be collecting them for the next 
2 meetings. 
The block is to be 12 1/2 inches finished, 
bright blue and lime green, in the pattern of 
your choice. Lee has moved to Spokane and 
requested that we make a charity quilt 
instead of the usual friendship quilt that we 
make for members who have moved away. 
Thank you for your participation in this 
tribute to Lee. 
 
Marilyn Dedman 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Intraguild Activities 

Block-Of-the-Month Challenge 

To all those participating in the BOM 

challenge:  Bring your Puss In The Corner 

blocks to show and receive a prize. 

$$$$$$$$     Stash-4-Cash     $$$$$$$$ 

As members donate items for Stash 4 Cash, 

we will stamp the corresponding square on 

the Bingo card. They get to pick a prize from 

the basket if they get a bingo and a 

blackout. We will be collecting items at the 

January and February meetings. Members 

can call either one of us if they have 

questions or if they have anything we need 

to pick up between the February and March 

meeting. We have received lots of donations 

so far, but we need more! 

Julie Finnigan and Penny McClure 

Sample Bingo card: 

               

SRVQG Activities Calendar January - March 2016  
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Treasurer’s Report November 2015 and January 2016 

 

SRVQG Treasurer's Report

This report reflects the activity that took place 10/20/15 through 11/25/15. 

Income: Expenses:
Community $0.00 Community Support $0.00

Education $0.00 Education $0.00

Equipment $0.00 Equipment $0.00

Intraguild $0.00 Historian $0.00

Library $34.50 Intraguild $0.00

Quilt Show $0.00 Library $0.00

Retreat $20.00 Membership Supplies $53.28

Sew-Ins $0.00 President's Fund $89.22

Workshop $0.00 Retreat $265.49

Meeting Raffle* $63.00 Sew-Ins $0.00

Member Dues/Pins* $55.00 Workshops $0.00

Newsletter Ads* $0.00 Youth Auxilliary $0.00

Other Income* $75.00 Funds Subtotal $407.99

Income Total $247.50 Charity* $0.00

Meeting/Office* $99.25

Newsletter* $0.00

Quilt Show Raffle Quilt* $0.00

Rent* $50.00

Stamps* $0.00

Net for this month: ($309.74) Website Upkeep* $0.00

*General Fund General Fund Subtotal $149.25

Expense Total $557.24

Fund Balances:

20-Oct-15 25-Nov-15

Community Support $500.00 $500.00

Education $454.23 $454.23

Equipment $900.00 $900.00

Historian $80.14 $80.14

Intraguild $706.29 $706.29

Library $213.00 $234.50

Membership Supplies $300.00 $246.72

President's Fund $364.32 $275.10

Retreat $1,428.47 $1,162.98

Sew-Ins $250.00 $250.00

Workshop $932.42 $932.42

Youth Auxiliary $50.00 $50.00

Subtotal $6,178.87 Subtotal $5,792.38

General Fund $1,223.08 General Fund $1,266.83

Account Total $7,401.95 Account Total $7,059.21
Cash on hand $50.00 Cash on hand $50.00

Ending Balance $7,451.95 Ending Balance $7,109.21

November 25, 2015
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Treasurer’s Report November 2015 and January 2016 

 
 

SRVQG Treasurer's Report

January 8, 2016
This report reflects the activity that took place 11/25/15 through 01/08/2016

Income: Expenses:
Community $0.00 Community Support $0.00

Education $0.00 Education $0.00

Equipment $0.00 Equipment $0.00

Intraguild $0.00 Historian $0.00

Library $0.00 Intraguild $0.00

Quilt Show $0.00 Library $0.00

Retreat $0.00 Membership Supplies $0.00

Sew-Ins $0.00 President's Fund $0.00

Workshop $0.00 Retreat $1,162.98

Meeting Raffle* $0.00 Sew-Ins $0.00

Member Dues/Pins* $0.00 Workshops $0.00

Newsletter Ads* $0.00 Youth Auxilliary $0.00

Other Income* $0.00 Funds Subtotal $1,162.98

Income Total $0.00 Charity/Courtesy* $50.00

Meeting/Office* $0.00

Newsletter* $0.00

Quilt Show Raffle Quilt* $0.00

Rent* $187.02

Stamps* $0.00

Net for this month: ($1,400.00) Website Upkeep* $0.00

*General Fund General Fund Subtotal $237.02

Expense Total $1,400.00

Fund Balances:

25-Nov-15 8-Jan-16

Community Support $500.00 $500.00

Education $454.23 $454.23

Equipment $900.00 $900.00

Historian $80.14 $80.14

Intraguild $706.29 $706.29

Library $234.50 $234.50

Membership Supplies $246.72 $246.72

President's Fund $275.10 $275.10

Retreat $1,162.98 $0.00

Sew-Ins $250.00 $250.00

Workshop $932.42 $932.42

Youth Auxiliary $50.00 $50.00

Subtotal $5,792.38 Subtotal $4,629.40

General Fund $1,266.83 General Fund $1,029.81

Account Total $7,059.21 Account Total $5,659.21
Cash on hand $50.00 Cash on hand $50.00

Ending Balance $7,109.21 Ending Balance $5,709.21
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Quilting Bees 

SRVQG’s Quilting Bees are smaller groups within the guild.  They typically 

meet in members’ homes to socialize and quilt together.  Some Bees meet 

monthly, some weekly, some in the daytime, some in the evenings.  

Usually participation is limited by the size of the room in which they meet.  

Call ahead to see if a particular Bee is open to new members, or is full for 

now. 

Judy Niemeyer Bee 

Facilitator: Tiffany Lamb 
Contact: 569-7295 

 quiltedlamb@gmail.com  
Meets: 1st Monday of month 

 10:30am – 2:30pm 
Where: Daydreams Quilt and Sew 

 
Bring a sack lunch or sneak out to one of 
the many fine restaurants in the surrounding 
area. We are working on our Judy Niemeyer 
projects, so if you need help with your 
project or just want to visit, come hang out 
and we'll have a great time! 

 

Prairie Girls Bee 

Facilitator: Trudy Stubbs 
Contact: tsdandelion@gmail.com 

Meets: 2nd Wednesday of month 
 10:00am  

Where: Daydreams Quilt and Sew 
 
If you are interested please email Trudy to 
find out our current project and for a 
materials list. 

 

Q-Bees 

Facilitator: Kat Blakely 
Contact: katblakely52@gmail.com 

Meets: 1st Wednesday of month 
 1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Where: A different house each month.   
 
Contact Kat to find out the current location. 

UFO* Bee *UnFinished Object 

Facilitator: Sandra Brow 
Contact: 524-6230 

 sandybrow@earthlink.net 
Meets: 2nd Tuesday of month 

 1:00pm – 4:00pm 
Where: 2269 Calkins Ave., IF 

 
Are unfinished projects stacking up in your 
sewing room? Have you made a New Year’s 
resolution to finish some of them before 
starting new projects? Then you will want to 
become part of the UFO Bee. We meet 
once a month on the 2nd Tuesday from 
1:00 - 4:00 at Sandra Brow's house. We are 
just starting another year of the Bee, which 
means that participants put in $12 for the 
year and begin signing up for projects, or 
pieces of projects that we commit to 
complete by upcoming meetings. You might 
only sign up to cut borders, or complete X 
number of blocks by the next time. There's 
no pressure from the group; it's all about 
what you realistically want to commit to do 
by the next meeting. It's a great way to push 
some of those old projects closer to 
completion. Come join us! It's loads of fun; 
Sandra's sewing room is very inviting and 
full of good light; there's plenty of room for 
new members; and we always are happy to 
welcome you. Contact Sandra for directions 
to her house by calling 524-6230. 
 

 

 

mailto:quiltedlamb@gmail.com
mailto:tsdandelion@gmail.com
mailto:katblakely52@gmail.com
mailto:sandybrow@earthlink.net
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Board and Newsletter Information 
   

SRVQG 2015-2016 BOARD  
President - Connie Rafferty  

Vice President - Bessie Bradshaw  

Secretary - Becky Harvey  

Treasurer - Charlene Albano  

Intraguild - Julie Finnigan  

Intraguild - Penny McClure  

Membership - Margo Fisher  

Membership - Wendy Schoonmaker  

Quilt Show - Karen Price  

Workshops - Lynne Saul  

Newsletter - Bridget Molten  

Sew-Ins - Emily Fogg  

Library - Margaret Hanson  

Equipment - Lori Wickham  

Auxiliary - Kim Jockusch  

Community Support - Kat Blakely  

Community Support - Linda Hunt  

Secret Sisters - Taylor Smith  

Courtesy - Marilyn Dedman  

Utah Quilt Guild Liaison - Marsha Nipper  

Quilt Heritage Museum Liaison - Karen Price  

 

 

 

Newsletter Info 

Comments, corrections and 
advertising should be emailed to the 

newsletter editor, Bridget Molten:  
bmolten208@gmail.com 

 

Advertising Rates 

$2.50 for a ¼ page ad 
$5.00 for a ½ page ad 

$10.00 for a full page ad 
Rates quoted are per month 

 

The Newsletter deadline is the last 
day of each month !! 

 

 

mailto:bmolten208@gmail.com

