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Snake River Valley Quilt Guild 

April 2016  

Newsletter 
Meeting Time 
3

rd
 Thursdays January-November 

6:00 pm Early Bird Segment 
7:00 - 9:00 pm General Meeting 

Meeting Location 
Calvary Baptist Church 

785 First Street 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

www.ifquiltguild.citymax.com 

  A Sewing Room Chat with the President 

 
“QUILTY AS CHARGED” 

 
The other day, just for grins, I made a list of 
equipment the average person would need to start 
quilting.  Realistically that list should include only: a 
sewing machine; rotary cutter; cutting mat; at least 
one versatile ruler; an iron; a heat-safe ironing 
surface; fabric; thread; and a pattern.  This is a simple 

and elegant list, and I expect most of you would agree that the average person 
could embark on a quilting journey with these implements.  It does not explain, 
however, why my list filled two 8 1/2 by 11 inch, college ruled pages, and I wasn't 
nearly finished with what I consider “quilting necessities”, or why I can't maneuver 
easily in my sewing room because it is full of quilting “stuff”.  How does a 
seemingly straightforward hobby like quilting lead to sewing spaces stuffed to the 
gills with fabric, patterns, books, tools, thread, gadgets, embellishments, ad 
infinitum, that the quilter believes she cannot do without? 
 
Perhaps there is a clue in the “stuff” of this year's Stash-4-Cash – which, by the 
way, was the most successful Stash-4-Cash to date.  The final total came to 
$1,819.55, of which $860.00 went to our Youth Auxiliary, “SEW Cool”!!!!!!! 
Awesome job and a High-Five to our Activities committee and everyone else who 
helped put the event together.  Well done!!   
 
But I digress.  What was noticeable this year, as in years past, was the 
intoxicating effect of quilting “stuff” as evidenced by the keen “quilterly” interest 
and “quilterly” fierce bidding competition over the donated items.  The prospect of 
obtaining more quilting “stuff” can emotionally overwhelm a quilter, and in some 
cases can be incapacitating.  Quilters must, at the very least, investigate 
everything and anything “quilty”.   
 
It is no accident that Show and Tell is, unanimously and unquestionably, the most 
popular segment of Guild meetings. Quilters can't resist seeing what other quilters 
have been up to.  A quilter can be content indefinitely in a well-stocked sewing 
room, and can't resist touring other quilters' sewing rooms.  A quilter never turns 
down an opportunity to go to a quilt shop unless she is deathly ill, and may still go 
even then!  Events such as the upcoming Shop Hop (April 21 to May 7) serve only 
to make “quilting fever” worse.  There are even events that concentrate the 
quilting experience, such as the Guild Retreat at West Piney (September 28 
through October 2, 2016) or HQMS (May 5 – 7, 2016 at the South Town Expo 

Center in Salt Lake; check www.hqms.org for details), and after being saturated with everything “quilty” for 
one or more days in a row, it is usually necessary for quilters to spend several days recuperating. 
 
The results of the “Quilting Bug” are evident all around us, but what is at the bottom of all of the accumulation and 

April 21, 2016 Meeting 
Agenda 

 
6:00 Early Bird: Marsha 

McClusky's half-square 
triangle method with 
Marsha Nipper 

 
6:30 Set-Up and Social Time 
 
7:00 Welcome and 

Announcements 
 
7:25 Block of the Month 

Show and Tell 
 
7:30 Regular Show and Tell 
 
7:55 Break 
 
8:10 Education Segment: 

Strata, “Fabrication”, 
and usage of scraps 
with Marei Montalvo 

 
8:50 Raffle 
 
9:00 Adjourn 
 
 

Upcoming Dates to 
Remember 

 

 April 26 Board Meeting 

 April 21 - May 7 Shop Hop 

 May 19 Guild Meeting 

 May 21 Sew-in 

http://www.ifquiltguild.citymax.com
http://www.hqms.org/
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obsession?  Seriously, all of the hoarding does not 
necessarily occur without any rhyme or reason.  Let's 
take fabric, for instance.  Some of you may have 
learned from the media that a joint task force comprised 
of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the 
Department of Commerce (DOC) recently uncovered a 
scheme perpetrated by fabric manufacturers to induce 
unsuspecting shoppers in to purchasing larger 
quantities of fabric than intended. Back in the 1990's 
when quilting was soaring in popularity, fabric 
manufacturers began including a chemical, one that 
acts upon the part of the brain responsible for impulse 
control, in the finishing compound of their fabric.  
Chemical vapors (mostly odorless) from bolts of new 
fabric, concentrated in quilt shops and fabric stores 
carrying multiple bolts, were inhaled by unsuspecting 
shoppers, resulting not only in a record increase in 
sales, but also continued volume sales as the chemical 
triggered addiction-like fabric purchasing behavior.  The 
FDA suspected that fabric manufacturers were 
including the extra chemical in their finishing 
compounds, but before the FDA and DOC could 
establish a solid case and crack down on this practice, 
manufacturers changed their tactics.   
 
With the advent of affordable technology, fabric 
manufacturers abandoned the chemical approach, and 
began embedding a microchip in each cardboard bolt 
core.  These chips were designed to transmit subliminal 
messages at a frequency at the extreme upper edge of 
the average person's hearing register. At such a high 
frequency one does not consciously hear anything other 
than perhaps ringing in one's ears, but the messages 
are received and comprehended by the brain 
nevertheless. The actual verbiage of the messages has 
not yet been deciphered though reports from individuals 
participating in the task force's  double-blind test 
include:  experiencing an urgency to purchase 
additional yardage after a sudden thought that the 
manufacturer was no longer producing that particular 
fabric; experiencing a feeling of well-being when 
spending all cash on hand or maxing out one or more 
credit cards when purchasing fabric; experiencing an 
overwhelming sense that life would not be complete 
without owning significant yardage of several fabric 
lines.  How many times have you or someone you know 
said, jokingly, “That fabric spoke to me, and I just had to 
buy it!”  Who knew it was really happening?! 
 
If you are concerned about the effect the chips may 
have on your budget, your available storage space, or 
your marriage, be assured that help will soon be 
available.  The task force has employed a group of 
specialists, including engineers and psychologists, to 
assist in neutralizing the problem and providing 
rehabilitative and preventive treatment to those 
chronically or acutely affected.  They are currently 
working on two very promising possibilities.  First, 
though going forward the addition of microchips to 
cardboard bolt cores is banned, there are still millions 

and millions of bolts of fabric in the retail market.  As it 
would be impractical, inconvenient, and probably 
impossible to retrieve and destroy every chip-containing 
bolt core, a tiny ear bud, akin to an RFID blocking 
device, is on the drawing board. This device will block 
transmissions from the chips, and allow the wearer to 
purchase fabric more sensibly. The ear bud insert is 
form-fitting and virtually undetectable, like some hearing 
aids.  For maximum effectiveness the buds will need to 
be worn in both ears whenever the wearer is within 100 
feet of any establishment carrying the old bolts, and 
certainly while the wearer is inside any such 
establishments.  These devices may or may not be 
available in time for shop hop, but we will forward 
availability information as soon as it is received.   
 
The other promising treatment, (this will be strongly 
recommended for anyone for whom the ear buds are 
not effective, or for anyone who has experienced 
addiction-like fabric purchasing behavior),  is similar to 
the multi-step, support group concept.  It is expected 
that a specific format for the proposed groups will be 
ready soon, and we will forward information on 
availability and locations of local groups as soon as it is 
released. 
 
At this point I expect that you are thoroughly disgusted 
with fabric manufacturers, and if you believe all of this 
about mind-altering chemical additives in fabric finishing 
compounds and subliminal message emitting 
microchips embedded in cardboard bolt cores I have a 
really nice bridge I'd like to sell you; I have 
accomplished my goal; APRIL FOOL!  Forgive me but I 
couldn't resist!  Wasn't it comforting, though, even for a 
little while, to think that there was some rational basis 
for the hoarding of fabric?  No one really knows why 
quilting is so consuming, and for that matter does 
anyone really want to know?  We enjoy quilting, and it 
isn't necessary to know why.   
 
So take part in Shop Hop, support participating quilt 
stores, buy lots and lots of gorgeous fabric, and 
have a wonderful adventure with your quilting 
friends.  That's what it's all about. 
 
Until we meet again I remain “Quilty as Charged”.  Keep 
singing, my friends! 
 
 
Connie Rafferty 
President SRVQG 
aka “Genghis Kahnnie” 
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Minutes from last meeting 
SRVQG Meeting Minutes for March 17, 2016 
 
The early bird segment was presented by Dianne Cresap 
on embellishing with beads.   
 
Connie Rafferty called the meeting to order at 7:30pm.  
She asked everyone to please not disturb the music 
stands when looking at the items for the live auction.  
The schedule for the evening was reviewed. A 35-minute 
break will happen between the regular guild meeting and 
the live auction, with the paper bag auction happening 
after that.  We were reminded that there is no food 
allowed in the sanctuary, but water is allowed. 
 
Connie told a story about her mouse problem in her 
home.   
 
Visitors to the quilt guild were: Lizzy Turner, Jessica 
Zachek, Madelaine Love, and Teresa Calliseri.   
 
Minutes from last guild meeting were approved. 
Connie thanked the people who participated in a survey 
regarding whether to keep the Historian position in the 
guild or to eliminate it.  The survey was a tie.  Kimberly 
Maher, a new member, volunteered to fill the position. 
 
This is Char Albano’s last guild meeting.  Laura Wallis 
will be taking Char’s position over as treasurer. 
 
Kim Rafferty is missing a quilt she is making for 
someone, which she believes she might have donated to 
Waterspring Thrift Shop by mistake. A picture of the quilt 
was passed around the meeting.  Anyone who has seen 
it, please notify her.   
 
The only Bonnie Hunter class still having spaces 
available is the Pineapple Blossom quilt. 
 
Sandra Brow has applications for those who wish to 
enter their quilts in the Bonneville County Fair. 
 
Marilyn Dedman is collecting blocks for Lee Suski’s quilt.  
She is asking for donations of silk flowers (used or new) 
for decorations at the quilt show. 
 
Linda Hunt has items for members to work on for charity.  

There are crackerjacks and quilts to be quilted.  Connie 
gave a brief explanation of crackerjacks. 
 
Jenny, from the Blackfoot Quilt Fest, announced that 
they are accepting quilts until April 1st to display for the 
quilt show.  The cost of the show is $3 a day, unless you 
take classes, then admission is free. 
 
Karen Price met on Monday with other people to 
assemble the pieces of the raffle quilt.  She said the quilt 
is stunning. 
 
She passed around gold pieces of paper for members 
who are working on the quilt to keep track of their 
volunteer hours.  If anyone sewed log cabin blocks or 
appliqued a section, write down the number of blocks you 
appliqued and turn the papers in to Karen. 
 
Karen also passed around a “what’s your talent” sheet.  
She requested that you write down 3 things that you like 
to do.  She wants people to work at things that they 
enjoy.  
 
Margo Fisher talked about the raffle quilt and showed a 
picture of it.  She asked for 4-6 people to volunteer to 
sew the pieces together on April 2nd, from 9-3. The 
volunteers don’t need to stay the whole day.  A sewing 
machine and basic sewing supplies are required.  She 
mentioned that volunteer points will be given for this. 
 
There were 5 people that participated in show and tell. 
Connie reminded everyone that paper bag auction tickets 
are being sold in the foyer; to check out the charity items; 
Saturday will be the design board class; see Margo about 
volunteering for the raffle quilt sew in; Lynne Saul will be 
in the back of the room for signups for the Bonnie Hunter 
class; and Char Albano has the paddles for the live 
auction. 
 
We then took a 35 minute break.  
 
After the break, the live auction took place, followed by 
the paper bag auction. 

 
~ Respectfully submitted by Becky A. Harvey, Secretary 
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Treasurer’s Report March 2016 

 SRVQG Treasurer's Report

March 22, 2016
This report reflects the activity that took place 02/26/15 through 03/22/2016

Income: Expenses:
Community $0.00 Community Support ($25.14)

Education $0.00 Education $0.00

Equipment $0.00 Equipment $0.00

Intraguild $959.55 Historian $0.00

Library $0.00 Intraguild ($64.85)

Quilt Show $0.00 Library ($19.77)

Retreat $0.00 Membership Supplies $0.00

Sew-Ins $0.00 President's Fund ($246.20)

Workshop $880.00 Retreat $0.00

Meeting Raffle* $0.00 Sew-Ins $0.00

Member Dues/Pins* $250.00 Workshops $0.00

Newsletter Ads* $0.00 Youth Auxilliary $0.00

Other Income* $860.00 Funds Subtotal ($355.96)

Income Total $2,949.55 Charity/Courtesy* ($6.30)

Meeting/Office* ($45.10)

Newsletter* $0.00

Rent* ($50.00)

Stamps* $0.00

Net for this month: $3,406.91 Website Upkeep* $0.00

*General Fund General Fund Subtotal ($101.40)

Expense Total ($457.36)

Fund Balances:

26-Jan-16 22-Mar-16

Community Support $415.00 $389.86

Education $454.23 $454.23

Equipment $900.00 $1,000.00

Historian $80.14 $80.14

Intraguild $589.88 $1,484.58

Library $276.50 $256.73

Membership Supplies $246.72 $246.72

President's Fund $235.63 $200.00

Quilt Show $5,435.04 $5,435.04

Retreat $0.00 $0.00

Sew-Ins $250.00 $250.00

Workshop $2,197.42 $3,077.42

Youth Auxiliary $50.00 $910.00

Subtotal $11,130.56 Subtotal $13,784.72

General Fund $1,682.24 General Fund $1,520.27

Account Total $12,812.80 Account Total $15,304.99
Cash on hand $50.00 Cash on hand $50.00

Ending Balance $12,862.80 Ending Balance $15,354.99
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Quote of the Month 
 

“The teller of a mirthful tale 
has latitude allowed him.   
We are content with less 

than absolute truth.” 

 
 Workshops  

 

We still have a few spots left in 
Bonnie Hunter’s workshop 
Pineapple Blossom on Saturday, 
November 19, 2016.  To sign up see 
me at the meeting OR you can mail 
a check for $55 made out to 
SRVQG to: 
 

Lynne Saul 
2325 N. 26

th
 W. 

Idaho Falls, ID 83402 
 

You can go to Bonnie’s website,  
http://www.quiltville.com/ to see 
pictures of the quilts, tools and 
books, look at the supply lists and 
check out the prices of the book(s) 
and tool(s) you may need. 
 
The workshops will be taught in the 
old Fellowship Hall at Calvary 
Baptist Church.  This room is in an 
old part of the building and you have 
to go up a half flight of stairs to 
reach it.  There is no elevator.  We 
can arrange help to pack sewing 
machines, etc. up the stairs but you 
need to be able to climb stairs in 
order to attend.  This is a nice large 
space that the church has agreed to 
rent to us at a reasonable cost.  
Otherwise we would have to rent a 
conference room from a hotel at a 
much higher cost which would result 
in a higher cost for the workshops.   

~ Lynne Saul 

2017 Quilt Show March 23-25, 2017 

Quilt Show Homework 
 
The Decor committee is in need of 
Spring Silk flowers that are in good 
condition.  Please give the flowers to 
Marilyn Dedman at the guild 
meeting.   
Thank you! 
 

~ Karen Price 

http://www.quiltville.com/
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Announcements 

Early Bird 

For the Early Bird session at the 
April guild meeting,  Marsha 

Nipper will present “Marsha McClusky's half
-square triangle method”.   

Education Presentation 
 

"Fun with Strata"   
 

Marei Montalvo will be discussing fabric 
strata...what it is, how to make it, why to 
make it, and she will have plenty of examples 
of how to use it. 

 

Block-Of-the-Month Challenge 
 

Be sure to bring your Friendship Star block to 
show at our April meeting. Every time you show 
your blocks you win a prize! We are very excited 
to see your creations. If you are new to the guild 
and want to know what the BOM is all about, 
please see us at the Intraguild Activities table. 
 

Pin Cushion Exchange  
 

Sign up for the Pin Cushion Exchange at the 
April meeting, and we will exchange them at the 
May meeting. Come by the Intraguild Activites 
table to sign up and receive a baggie of crushed 
walnuts. You can make any kind of pin cushion 
you want to, as long as it fits in a paper lunch 
bag. We will provide the paper bags. 
 
Thank you, 
Julie & Penny 

Intraguild Activities 

 Community Support 
 

Thank you all for volunteering your time to cut 
or sew the Charity blocks.  We will have MORE 
Crackerjack sacks this month. One of them will 
have a $30 Gift Certificate but ALL of them will 
contain a prize. 
If you have finished blocks or cut squares, bring 
them in any time. 
 
Thank you. 
 
~ Kat and Linda  

Secret Sister 

If you are in the Secret Sister group and 

have NOT received a gift yet, please let 

me know. 

Taylor Smith (208) 881-4022.   

Sew-In  
Thread Catcher 

Saturday, May 21, 9:30am 

Calvary Baptist Church 

Cost:  $10 

 

Emily Fogg will teach a class on how to make a 
cute thread catcher which sits next to your 
sewing machine.  More information will be 
available at the guild meeting.   
 
Any questions, call Emily Fogg, 251-3406. 
 
~ Emily Fogg 

Charity Quilt for Lee Suski 
 

If you have made a block for the charity quilt for 
Lee Suski, please bring it to the guild meeting.  
The block is to be 12.5 inches unfinished, bright 
blue and lime green, in the pattern of your 
choice. Lee has moved to Spokane and 
requested that we make a charity quilt instead 
of the usual friendship quilt that we make for 
members who have moved away. 
Thank you for your participation in this tribute to 
Lee. 
 
~ Marilyn Dedman 
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Thanks to Madsen’s Crafts 

and Framing for providing a 

donation for the raffle at the 

April Guild Meeting. 
 
Madsen’s Crafts and Framing 
2125 W Broadway St. 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402 

SRVQG Activities Calendar April – June 2016 

MONTH EARLY BIRD EDUCATION BOM due dates CHALLENGE SEW-IN

April Marsha McClusky's 

1/2 square triangle 

method

STRATA, 

Fabrication and 

usage of scraps.

Friendship Star Introduce Pin 

Cushion 

Exchange

May Two Color 

Binding

Princess Feather 

Block

Rosebud Pin Cushion 

Exchange

May 21 - Thread 

Catcher

June Embellishment 

with Inks

Trunk Show Bear's Paw Introduce Ugly 

Fabric 
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Found on 
Pinterest 

Newsletter Info  

Comments, corrections 
and advertising should 

be emailed to the 
newsletter editor, 
Bridget Molten:  

bmolten208@gmail.com 

Advertising Rates 

$2.50 for a ¼ page ad 
$5.00 for a ½ page ad 

$10.00 for a full page ad 
Rates quoted are per 

month 

 

The Newsletter 
deadline is the last 

day of each month !! 

mailto:bmolten208@gmail.com
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Quilting Bees

SRVQG’s Quilting Bees are smaller groups within the guild.  They typically meet 

in members’ homes to socialize and quilt together.  Some Bees meet monthly, 

some weekly, some in the daytime, some in the evenings.  Usually participation 

is limited by the size of the room in which they meet.  Call ahead to see if a 

particular Bee is open to new members, or is full for now. 

Judy Niemeyer Bee 

Facilitator: Tiffany Lamb 
Contact: 569-7295 

  quiltedlamb@gmail.com 
Meets: 1

st
 Monday of month 

  10:30am – 2:30pm 
Where: Daydreams Quilt and Sew 

  
Bring a sack lunch or sneak out to one of the 
many fine restaurants in the surrounding area. 
We are working on our Judy Niemeyer projects, 
so if you need help with your project or just want 
to visit, come hang out and we'll have a great 
time! 
 

Prairie Girls Bee 

Facilitator: Trudy Stubbs 
Contact: tsdandelion@gmail.com 

Meets: 2
nd

 Wednesday of month 
  10:00am 

Where: Daydreams Quilt and Sew 
  
If you are interested please email Trudy to find 
out our current project and for a materials list. 

Q-Bees 

Facilitator: Kat Blakely 
Contact: katblakely52@gmail.com 

Meets: 1
st

 Wednesday of month 
  1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Where: A different house each month. 
 

 Contact Kat to find out the current location. 
 

UFO* Bee *UnFinished Object 

Facilitator: Sandra Brow 
Contact: 524-6230 

  sandybrow@earthlink.net 
Meets: 2

nd
 Tuesday of month 

  1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Where: 
Sandra Brow’s house 
2269 Calkins Ave., IF 

 
 The UFO Bee focuses on unfinished objects. 
Come join us! For more information contact 
Sandra at 524-6230. 

 
This month we are closing out all of our floor models.  It is a 
great time to get into a sewing machine, embroidery machine, 
or serger.  Some machine prices have never been lower (even 
at the Fair).  Machines start as low as $149.99 
  
Also, each time that you come, draw from our savings basket 
and get items on sale, or free items, throughout April. 

mailto:quiltedlamb@gmail.com
mailto:tsdandelion@gmail.com
mailto:katblakely52@gmail.com
mailto:sandybrow@earthlink.net
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Our thanks to all the volunteers who made blocks for the 
2016 Quilt Heritage Raffle Quilt. We appreciate you! 
 
Remember to bring your 
spare change to the May 
Guild meeting as raffle 
tickets for this quilt be 
available to purchase. 
 
Thank you for your 
support. 
 

www.quiltheritagemuseum.org 
  
Contacts: 
Linda Echo (208) 529-2522 
Joyce Shoemaker,(208) 785-5936 

 

SRVQG 2015-2016 BOARD 
 

President - Connie Rafferty 

Vice President - Bessie Bradshaw 

Secretary - Becky Harvey 

Treasurer - Laura Wallis (replacing 
Charlene Albano) 

Auxiliary - Kim Jockusch 

Community Support - Kat Blakely 

Community Support - Linda Hunt 

Courtesy - Marilyn Dedman 

Equipment - Lori Wickham 

Historian - Kimberly Maher 

Intraguild - Julie Finnigan 

Intraguild - Penny McClure 

Library - Margaret Hanson 

Membership - Margo Fisher 

Membership - Wendy Schoonmaker 

Newsletter - Bridget Molten 

Quilt Show - Karen Price 

Secret Sisters - Taylor Smith 

Sew-Ins - Emily Fogg 

Workshops - Lynne Saul 

Utah Quilt Guild Liaison -  
Marsha Nipper 
Quilt Heritage Museum Liaison -  
Karen Price 

http://www.quiltheritagemuseum.org

