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Snake River Valley Quilt Guild 
August 2016  
Newsletter 

Meeting Time 
3rd Thursdays January-November 
6:00 pm Early Bird Segment 
7:00 - 9:00 pm General Meeting 

Meeting Location 
Calvary Baptist Church 

785 First Street 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

www.ifquiltguild.citymax.com 

August 18, 2016 
Meeting / Annual Picnic 

 
4:00 Set-Up Crew Arrives 
5:30 Suggested Arrival Time 

for Members/Set-Up 
Buffet 

6:00 Dinner 
6:30 Official Welcome and 

Announcements 
7:00 Block of the Month 

Show-and-Tell 
7:10 Education Segment: 

Salvaging Vintage 
Quilts with Connie 
Rafferty 

7:45 Scavenger Hunt 
8:15 Raffle 
8:30 Adjourn 

  
Upcoming Dates to 

Remember 
 August 23 Board Meeting 

 Sept. 15 Guild Meeting 

 Sept. 20 Board Meeting 

 September 28-October 2 
Annual Quilt Retreat 

August 18, 2016 Meeting - Annual Picnic 
Tautphaus Park Shelter #1 

Election Notice 
 

The Snake River Valley Quilt Guild will elect officers for the 2016-2017 year at the 
September guild meeting, September 15, 2016.  The current President, Connie 
Rafferty, and Treasurer, Laura Wallis, have agreed to continue in their respective 
positions for 2016-2017; however, nominees are still needed for Vice-President and 
Recording Secretary.  Nominations of opposition candidates are also welcome for 
the President and Treasurer positions.  The Board appointed Sandra Brow and Ruth 
Fortson as the Nominating Committee.  Nominations should be forwarded to Ruth or 
to Sandra(sandybrow@earthlink.net / 524-6230).   
   

         

Position Candidate Name Candidate Name 
President Connie Rafferty   

Vice-President  Open   

Recording Secretary  Open   

Treasurer Laura Wallis   

Bring a dish to share as follows. If your last name 
starts with a letter from: 
 

A – G  Bring a DESSERT 
H – O  Bring a SALAD 
P – Z   Bring a SIDE DISH 

If you ARE helping set up, please arrive at 4:00 pm. 
If you ARE NOT setting up, please arrive at 5:30 pm. 
 
We are going to start somewhat earlier so we can wrap up 
before it gets too dark; there is no lighting in the shelter. We 
will try to bring some battery operated lanterns. 

Other open Board positions are: 
 Membership partner (someone 

to share duties with Wendy 
Schoonmaker) 

 Secret Sister organizer 
 Youth Auxiliary/Sew Cool 

partner (someone to share 
duties with Kim Jockusch) 

 Utah Quilt Guild representative 

DO NOT GO TO THE CHURCH ! 

Ballot 

If you will not be able to attend the 
September meeting and would like to 
vote by absentee ballot, you may 
indicate your choices on the ballot 
below and mail to:   
 

Snake River Valley Quilt Guild 
P.O. Box 52253 
Idaho Falls, ID. 83405 

 
Note that absentee ballots must be 
received by September 14, 2016. 
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A Sewing Room Chat with the President 

“INEXPLICABLE” 
 

Perhaps some of you, after becoming enamored with 
sewing and quilting, have succumbed to the propensity for 
collecting sewing machines in all of their incarnations.  It 
started with the first machine, inherited from a family 
member, received as a gift, or purchased with your hard 
earned money.  It was probably a fairly basic machine, and it 
held up well until you became more involved with sewing 
and quilting – and found out about the bigger, better, newer, 
specialized machines that were available that made your 
machine look like a Studebaker. Trends may also have 
captured your fancy, such as treadles, hand cranks, 
Featherweights, and the early electrics of other major 
manufacturers.  One day you awakened to discover that you 
owned a fleet of mechanical sewing devices, of which you 
could use only one at a time (or two at a time if one was an 
embroidery machine; I saw Margo Sire do this at the first 
SRVQG Retreat I attended).  How does a quilter get to this 
point?  Paths vary, however I will share my journey with you.   

Interest became evident around the age of three or four 
when I discovered my mom's electric Singer closed up in it's 
cabinet.  One of my favorite things was to lie on my back 
under the closed machine and “adjust” the settings.  My 
mom became really upset and said that I had “ruined the 
tension”.  This was confusing as Mom's tension seemed to 
be functioning perfectly well. 

At age seven there was a toy sewing machine at 
Christmas, which was fun when I could get it away from my 
older brother who spent a lot of time taking the machine 
apart and putting it back together (Yes, he became an 
engineer.). 

At age ten I received a brief lesson on how to use my 
grandmother's 1927 Singer treadle (still have it and it still 
works), and away I went on a very early clothing designing 
odyssey.  Patterns? What patterns? We don't have any 
patterns! WE DON'T NEED NO STINKING PATTERNS!!!  
Aren't patterns merely suggestions anyway?  There was the 
very interesting “bat-wing” top made from a yard of  bright 
orange Halloween fabric folded on the diagonal (fashion 
statement before it's time). There was also a reasonable 
facsimile of a camisole top (a style just coming into fashion 
then) made out of a white cotton sheet (My mom had a fit; 
yep, her “tension” was still going strong...).  I remember 
wearing the camisole top on a summer day while walking to 
my aunt's house when I passed an elderly gentleman 
working in his yard.  He gave me an odd look and said 
something like: “Why are you walking around in your 
underwear?”  Guess the fashion news hadn't reached his 
house yet. 

Next was Home Ec in high school, where I learned to 
use an electric sewing machine and got the hang of using 
patterns.  I also made a top and a pair of pants, but I don't 
want to talk about that. 

In my twenties, using grandma's treadle, I had fair luck 
making some clothing items, most notably a Kinsale cloak 
and a set of Edwardian Underthings (there's that camisole 
top again) from Folkwear patterns, and a straight skirt of 
dark green pinwale corduroy from a Very Easy Vogue 
pattern which fit perfectly and earned many compliments.  

Also in this time frame I made my first quilt, cutting all the 
squares by hand with scissors, and sewing it together with 
5/8” seams.   

When I moved to Idaho I was still using the treadle – 
until the mechanisms froze.  Turns out the “fix” was to oil the 
bejabbers out of it and let it sit for several years (long story), 
thanks to the sage advice from Steve Hale (God rest his 
soul) who then worked at Brady's.  In the mean time my 
husband bought me a basic electric Singer.  He chose it 
because he thought it was cool that it used cams to change 
the stitch pattern (My husband gift-shops to the beat of a 
different drummer.). When that one wore out I traded it in on 
a Janome 3600 QC, which sewed a natural, perfect 1/4” 
seam.  When I wore that one out I traded it in on a Janome 
6600. Along the way I developed a fascination with Singer 
Featherweights, inadvertently acquiring two of them on eBay 
at about the same time. One of the Featherweights I re-sold.  
While trying to figure out how to utilize some material 
donated to Charity I purchased a serger.  In 2014 I acquired 
a big Janome Horizon and a little Janome 2030, because 
NO ONE could refuse a price like that!  So now I have SIX 
machines. 

Recently I was sewing on the Horizon at the kitchen table 
(still can't quite get into my sewing room...) when my 
husband walked in, delighted that I had finally taken the 
Horizon out of it's box.  “So,” he asked, “which one of your 
other machines are you going to SELL?”  I was taken aback 
– caught off guard – speechless!  Sell one of my babies??? 
It was unthinkable!  I did manage to refrain from asking him 
which of his vehicles he was going to sell, now that he had 
bought a freaking AIRPLANE!!!!! But I managed to silently 
continue sewing.  Sell one of my sewing machines? Dream 
on! I don't care that I can use only one at a time; I'm keeping 
ALL of them; it's INEXPLICABLE. 

Until the Picnic, Keep Singing! 

Connie Rafferty 
President SRVQG 
aka Genghis Kahnnie 
 

P.S. Anyone interested in a Janome 6600 with custom 
sewing table and Tutto wheeled carrying case? Call me: 
(208)521-4942. 

REALLY IMPORTANT REMINDERS  
 
1. WE WILL BE MEETING AT TAUTPHAUS PARK 

SHELTER #1 FOR OUR AUGUST 18TH MEETING.  
DO NOT GO TO THE CHURCH!!! 

2. There will be NO EARLY BIRD. 
3. There will be NO REGULAR SHOW-AND-TELL. 
4. Farewell block for Penny McClure (9 1/2” unfinished; 9” 

finished; owl with polka dots. 
5. Farewell block for Charlene Albano: signed “OREO” 

block. 
6. Secret Sister Gift. 
7. Projects to Turn In. 
8. Name Tag. 
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Minutes from last meeting 
SRVQG Meeting Minutes for July 21, 2016 

 
The guild meeting started at 7:04pm.  Connie told us how her 
husband was a pilot in the Midwest before they were married.  
Her husband’s mother passed away a while ago and he 
bought an amateur-built experimental plane with the money 
he inherited.  Connie said it looks like 1) it could have a giant 
rubber band attached to it and 2) it was made from plans from 
a 1940’s Popular Mechanics magazine. She said that he has 
had problems with the trailer, tires, and tarp, and there was a 
storm in Wyoming which damaged the wings.  Surely God 
doesn’t want him to have a plane! 

There were no guests or new members at the meeting this 
month. 

Emily and Lori were thanked for the Early Bird segment of the 
meeting. 

The minutes from the last meeting were seconded and 
approved. 

A member of Connie’s knitting group told her that if she would 
take a double layer of foil and fold it several times and cut it 
with a rotary cutter it would length the use. Another tip, from a 
guild member, is to turn the blade over in the rotary cutter. 
This will also make the blade last for a little while longer. 

There is still a need for two refrigerators and one chest 
freezer for use in the tea room for the quilt show in March.  If 
anyone has any leads, please let Karen Price know. 

There is still time to make a farewell block for Char Albano 
and Penny McClure.  Connie has the pattern and a piece of 
muslin for Char’s block.  Penny would like a polka dot owl 
block, 9 ½” unfinished. 

Next month’s meeting will be at Tautphaus park, shelter #1.  
The guild will supply bbq pork, chicken and buns.  Those with 
last names starting with A-G please bring dessert; H-O a 
salad; and P-Z a side dish. 

Sign-ups for the retreat at West Piney Girl’s Camp will begin 
tonight. The name of the retreat this year is “Sew Excited”.  It 
will take place from September 28th – October 2nd. There will 
be games, a mystery quilt challenge, "name that member”, 
how to quilt with folded fabric, and 2 charity projects, among 
other things.  A contest for the best bed hair will be held on 
Saturday morning. 

Elections for next year’s quilt guild board will take place in 
September.  The open positions are: Vice President, 
Treasurer, Secretary, and Librarian. 

Connie described the duties of the positions available.  She 
encouraged new members to get involved in the guild and 
charged people to think about taking one of the positions. 

The Quilt Heritage Museum raffle quilt is finished. Tickets 
have been printed  and will be available at the quilt board 
meeting on Tuesday and at the annual picnic next month. 

The sew-in for August will take place on the 20th at the First 
Baptist Church where guild meetings are held.  It will be from 
9:30 – 3:00, and is a quilt-as-you-go class. 

A sign-up for volunteers to work 2-hour shifts selling raffle 
quilt tickets for the Quilt Heritage Museum  at the Fair was 
passed around the room.  

Charity has a couple of pillowcase kits or quilt kits to be sewn. 

Julie Finnegan handed out workshop surveys  for members to 
fill in for Lynne Saul who could not be to the meeting. 

There were many people who took on the ugly fabric 
challenge and showed their finished projects to the guild. 

Those participating in the block of the month challenge 
showed their blocks for Snail’s Trail. 

Connie handed out flyers for the Star Valley quilt show in 
August 2017.   

Twelve members participated in Show and Tell. 

The guild took a break, and Mimi Jones did a quick demo on 
flange binding for those who were interested. 

Dianne Cresap did a demonstration on quilts without corners 
– quilts made in the round with wedges. 

A visitor who came in after the meeting started signed up to 
be a member and was presented with a gift bag. 

The raffle was held and the meeting was adjourned at 
9:14pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Becky Harvey, Secretary. 

SEW Excited for Quilt Retreat 
 

This is a great time to SEW on any of your projects, along with good food and fun games and great company.  
Events will include:  Best bed-head, Name That Member, 6.5” Fall Exchange, Frog Ripper Prizes, Mystery quilt, 
Charity Projects, and many, many more SEW exciting activities,  
The quilt retreat cost for guild members is $80 and $100 for non-members, for 4 nights and 5 days, Wednesday, 
September 28 - Sunday, October 2.  If you want to come for one day, the cost will be $20, member; $25 non-
member.  You and a partner will prepare one meal for the whole group, unless you have special dietary needs and 
bring your own meals.  All payments are due at the August meeting.   
This event is limited to 30 people.  A list of supplies required will be provided when you sign up.  
Please see Kimberly Maher or Kat Blakely for more details at the SEW Excited Quilt Retreat table at the guild 
meetings. 
 
~ Kimberly M. and Kat  
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Treasurer’s Report July 31, 2016  
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Announcements 

 Community Support 
 
Please bring your Orphan Blocks ( a lonely 
block that needs a home) to August or 
September Quilt Guild meetings. We want to 
put together Charity quilt tops at The Annual 
Quilt Retreat. 
 
Thank you. 
~ Kat and Linda  

Sew-In  
Quilt-As-You-Go 
Saturday, August 20, 9:30am 
Calvary Baptist Church 
 
If you want to learn how to quilt-as-you-go come 
to the workshop on August 20. We will have 
charity blocks that you can practice on. OR, if 
you already know the technique and would be 
willing to put a row together, please let us know. 

Utah Quilt Guild  
 

 All snowflake heart blocks; Christmas 
stockings, and Red & White quilts are due at 
UQG Quilt Fest in Logan by September 23.   

 If you get your items to Marsha Nipper by 
September 19, Marsha will deliver them for 
you.   Be sure to put your name on the back.  
If you have any questions contact Marsha at 
523-8493. 

 The Utah Guild has put out a call for entries 
to our members for the Quilt Fest in 
September.  See the flyer published on a 
separate page in this newsletter.     

 Kenab, UT is having it’s 18th annual Western 
Legends round-up August 25-27 with many 
western-themed events.  The event features 
a free quilt show by the Canyon County 
Quilters and Raising Kane quilt guilds from 
Kenab and Kane counties.  Info and tickets at 
www.westernlegendsroundup.com .   

 
~ Marsha Nipper 

“The Courage and Confidence to Quilt”  
 

Hi, my name is Carol Baldwin, I am a member of the 
Rigby Quilt Guild. I am teaching a lecture on Friday 
night at the Utah Quilt Fest in September 
(September 23).  The title of it is “The Courage and 
Confidence to Quilt.” I will be addressing common 
quilting fears and how they affect our abilities, the 
projects we choose, and those that we don’t finish. 
Our personal confidence affects every aspect of our 
lives. Please sign up for this class, you will laugh and 
you will think about yourself and what you are doing. 
Here is the description that is in the course catalog; 
 
This lecture will cover common quilting fears, and 
personal confidence issues. Attend this lecture if you 
are a procrastinator who has a difficult time getting 
started with that new project, or if you lack personal 
confidence. This lecture is uplifting; topics are 
addressed in a fun way. This lecture will also address 
common ways that we might be sabotaging our 
confidence, and strategies to stop doing it.  
 
I have been speaking and doing workshops on 
confidence for the last four years. Because of my 
quilting interests I started looking at confidence and 
how it affects our quilting. I have presented this 
workshop at quilting retreats. 
 
~ Carol Baldwin 

QUILTERS NEWSLETTER SHUTTERED 
 
From an email sent to Art Quilters: 
 
"I know you are all art quilters, but perhaps you will 
still join me in a sad farewell to Quilters Newsletter 
Magazine--perhaps not to the magazine as it is 
today but to the magazine it was when Bonnie 
Leman still headed it up as founder and editor. Back 
then, it was often referred to as the "Bible of quilting" 
and the compliment was well deserved.  
 
F&W pulled the plug on the magazine the same 
week they fired Sara Domville, the president of their 
craft magazine division and many other craft-
oriented personnel, including all of the QNM staff, 
whose last day will be August 31. The magazine's 
last issue will be October/November 2016, 
 
How sad." 

Karey Bresenhan  
Founder/Director Emeritus 
International Quilt Festival 
Houston and Chicago 

 
~ provided by Marsha Nipper 



6 

 

Utah Quilt Guild Annual Quilt Fest Quilt Show 

Quilt Fest 2016 
"A Quilted Christmas" 

September 20-24, 2016 

At the Davis Conference Center  
1651 North 700 West 

Layton, UT 
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Looking for Volunteers! 

We have both paper-piecing block kits and appliqué block kits for the QHM Raffle Quilt. If you LOVE 
these techniques and would like to help us create our 2017 raffle quilt,  see Joyce Eisenmenger at the 
August 18 guild meeting.   
 
Also, the Eastern Idaho State Fair is fast approaching and we are gladly accepting sign-ups to sit with 
our current raffle quilt and sell tickets at the Fair. 
 
Thanks to everyone who donated beautiful batik fabrics for the 2017 QHM raffle quilt kits. Wonderful 
array! 
 
~The Quilt Heritage Museum Committee 

  

Workshops 
 

We have one spot left in the Bonnie Hunter Pineapple Blossom class on 11/19/16.  Cost for non-
members is $75.  Cost for members is $55. 
We need to be thinking ahead to teachers for 2017 & 2018.  To help determine what kind of teachers 
to recruit a survey was passed out at the July meeting.  If you didn’t get a chance to complete it, here is 
an opportunity.  Please fill out the survey below and give it to me at the August meeting or email it to 
me at lynnesaul1@q.com. 
 
Several different types of workshops are listed below.  Please mark the ones you would pay to attend. 
 
~ Lynne Saul 
 



8 

 

 

SRVQG Activities Calendar August – October 2016 

Scavenger Hunt  
 

There will be a Scavenger Hunt at our August 
picnic in the park with exciting prizes for the 
winning team!  What crazy items will we ask you 
to scavenge??? 
 
 

Block-Of-the-Month (BOM)  Challenge 

Remember to bring your Flying Geese sashing to 
our August meeting and pick a prize.  
 

UFO Challenge and Stash Buster Challenge 

UFO is due at our September meeting and Stash 
Buster is due at our October meeting. We are 
excited to see your projects!  

Owl Blocks for Penny McClure 

Penny has moved to Vancouver, WA. We will be 
making a quilt for her with the theme of owls and 
polka dot fabrics. They can be a variety: owl 
fabric, appliquéd owl, pieced owl. We want at 
least some polka dots on each block.  Please 
make 9 1/2 inch blocks and sign your name on 
the front of the block. We will collect these for the 
next few months. 
 
Thank you, 
~ Julie and Jill 

Intraguild Activities 

MONTH EARLY BIRD EDUCATION BOM due dates CHALLENGE SEW-IN

August

Annual Picnic Connie's Quilts Sashing - Wild 
Goose Chase or 
your choice

20th - 
CANCELLED
will be 
rescheduled

September
Trunk Show Bindings by Mimi 

Jones
Assembled Quilt 
Top

UFO due

October Stash Buster 
due

 
 

Gracie king with a sure stitch regulator 
 

$1100 or best offer 
 

 Contact Linda Thomas, 525-6041  

Quote  
of the  
Month 
 
 
“The difference 
between  
what we do  
and  
what we are 
capable of doing  
would suffice  
to solve  
most of the  
world's 
problems.” 
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2017 Quilt Show  
“Quilted With Love” 

March 23, 24, and 25, 2017 
Quilt Show Homework for August 

 
1. You will get to view the completed raffle quilt 

and pick up your raffle tickets to sell / buy at 
the August picnic.  There will be a prize for the 
person who sells the most and when you turn 
in your packet, you will get volunteer points.  I 
am strongly encouraging everyone to sell at 
least one packet of 30 tickets.   We have 
made a gorgeous quilt and the tickets will be 
easy to sell.   Thank you in advance! 

2. Continue to work on the quilts that you would 
like to enter in the quilt show.  THERE IS NO 
QUILT SHOW WITHOUT YOUR QUILTS!!!! 

3. Work on your items for the Boutique.  Contact 
Pam Noonan if you have questions. 

4. Continue to round up items for the 
Silent Auction.  We need:  

 Ribbon 
 Baskets or containers  
 Auction items to put in the baskets.    

There will be a variety of themed baskets so turn 
items in to Cory Blakely and she and her 
committee will create the baskets. If you would 
like to volunteer your talents to help Cory put 

baskets together please let Cory know. 

This show is going to be so much fun!!!  Thank 
you all for your hard work and sacrifices to pull 
this off.  You will never know how much I 
appreciate all of you!!!! 
 
~ Karen Price 

 Quilt Show Boutique 
 

Are you interested in selling items in the 2017 
Quilt Show Boutique?  Successful selling items 
include:  pin cushions, hot pads, table runners, 
stuffed animals, aprons, children’s items, and 
even wooden cutting boards, anything that is 
homemade.  You never know what might sell!   
Sellers are given a number to identify their items, 
have the use of about ½ of a banquet table to 
show their items, and can bring props like crates 
and shelves to show their items.  The guild keeps 
10% of sales.  Each participant needs to help 
with a shift of work in the boutique. 
We need you and your items to have a 
successful boutique. If interested, please call 
Pam Noonan at 313-0549. 
~ Pam Noonan 
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Quilting Bees
SRVQG’s Quilting Bees are smaller groups within the guild.  They typically meet 
in members’ homes to socialize and quilt together.  Some Bees meet monthly, 
some weekly, some in the daytime, some in the evenings.  Usually participation 
is limited by the size of the room in which they meet.  Call ahead to see if a 
particular Bee is open to new members, or is full for now. 

Prairie Girls Bee 

Facilitator: Trudy Stubbs 
Contact: tsdandelion@gmail.com 

Meets: 2nd Wednesday of month 
  10:00am 

Where: Daydreams Quilt and Sew 

 If you are interested please email Trudy to find 
out our current project and for a materials list. 

Q-Bees 

Facilitator: Kat Blakely 
Contact: katblakely52@gmail.com 

Meets: 1st Wednesday of month 
  1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Where: A different house each month. 
 

 Contact Kat to find out the current location. 
 

UFO* Bee *UnFinished Object 

Facilitator: Sandra Brow 
Contact: 524-6230 

  sandybrow@earthlink.net 
Meets: 2nd Tuesday of month 

  1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Where: Sandra Brow’s house 
2269 Calkins Ave., IF 

 The UFO Bee focuses on unfinished objects. 
Come join us! For more information contact 
Sandra at 524-6230. 

Is there a bee that is not listed here? 

If you would like to have your quilting bee posted 
in the newsletter, just contact the newsletter  
editor at: 

SRVQGNewsletter@gmail.com 

 

Show your guild 
membership card and get 

10% off. 
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SRVQG 2015-2016 BOARD 
 

President - Connie Rafferty 
Vice President - Bessie Bradshaw 
Secretary - Becky Harvey 
Treasurer - Laura Wallis  
Auxiliary (Sew Cool) - Kim Jockusch 
Community Support - Kat Blakely 
Community Support - Linda Hunt 
Courtesy - Marilyn Dedman 
Equipment - Lori Wickham 
Historian - Kimberly Maher 
Intraguild - Julie Finnigan 
Intraguild - Jill Jensen 
Library - Margaret Hanson 
Membership - Margo Fisher 
Membership - Wendy Schoonmaker 
Newsletter - Bridget Molten 
Quilt Show - Karen Price 
Secret Sisters - Taylor Smith 
Sew-Ins - Emily Fogg 
Website - Crystal Foster 
Workshops - Lynne Saul 
Utah Quilt Guild Liaison - Marsha Nipper 
Quilt Heritage Museum Liaison - Karen Price 
 

 

Newsletter Info  
Comments, corrections and advertising should be 
emailed to the newsletter editor, Bridget Molten:   

SRVQGNewsletter@gmail.com 
Advertising Rates (per month) 

$2.50 for a ¼ page ad 
$5.00 for a ½ page ad 

$10.00 for a full page ad 
 

The Newsletter deadline is the  
last day of each month ! 

802 Pancheri Dr. Idaho Falls, Idaho 208-227-8394 


